TPRS TESTIMONIALS

Date: Thu, 7 Nov 2002 13:41:15 -0800 (PST)

From: Carla Selters <cselters@yahoo.com>

Subject: Re: numbers please

Blaine,

This is my 4th year teaching at my school. I have

done TPRS at all levels all years. The previous

teacher was very traditional textbook.

Here are some comparisons:

1999/2000: combined Spanish 3/4 = 29

2000/2001: combined Spanish 3/4 = 21

2001/2002: combined Spanish 3/4 = 55

2002/2003: dedicated Spanish 3 = 25

dedicated Spanish 4 = 33

Basically, we've doubled our advanced class enrollment

by using TPRS. The huge leap you see in my 3rd year

is because those who started in Spanish 1 with me my

first year stayed on for Spanish 3 my 3rd year.

An interesting aside: these numbers happened in

absence of any academic counseling. We had a burnt

out, overloaded lame duck principal and no academic

counselor. Basically, students signed up for whatever

they wanted. So, no one took Spanish unless they

really wanted.

We are a school of 350 students. We've gone from 5

sections total of Spanish (my first year) to 8

sections total. Around 2/3rds of our students are

taking Spanish. 

Saludos,

Carla

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Date: Thu, 22 Jun 2000

  From: "Kirsten Calkins" <kcalkins@aacs.wnyric.org>

  Subject: Success!

TPRS Friends,

I know you're all tired of success stories.  What a drag to have such a  powerful method of instruction that yields such positiveness! (hee-hee)

I'm finishing up here in New York State and gave my 2 state exams in

French. (One after level I, and the other after Level III.)

Now, remember these are tests sent from our state educ. dept., and we never see them ahead of time.

I have always had success on them, never had a kid fail before, so I figured that was as good as it gets.  However, I was terribly worried this year, having changed ALL my classes to TPRS and having not covered the same material (or amount) as in the past.

During the tests, I was sweating- I was sooooo nervous, so much depends on these exams.

So, here are my results:

Level I - 2 100's, no failures and 76% of my kids scored in the "distinction" level (85% or higher)

Level III - 2 100's (I've only had 1 other in my total of 10 years teaching!), no failures, and 75% scored in the "distinction" level.

I have special ed. kids at both levels!

I have been doing TPRS for a year now and I can't believe what results they've brought me already!  I thought I'd have to wait a few years, until the kids had it under their belts for feedback. I was wrong.

I didn't think I could do better and I'm hopeful that all my kids will be able to score in the "distinction" level in the years to come.

It's been a great week for me - a $1,500 grant and these results.  What a great way to start the summer!

Kirsten Calkins

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Message: 12

   Date: Wed, 18 Jun 2003 16:23:35 -0700 (PDT)

   From: Naomi Graham <naomisgraham@yahoo.com>

Subject: nys proficiency results

Dear list people,

I am an inexpert TPRS teacher who tossed the textbooks this year to go totally TPRS after just one workshop last summer with Kristen Caulkins.  Toward the end of the year, I was shocked at how little of the LICT I had "covered" this year with my French I - only 4 chapters! - perhaps because it takes me at least 2 days to get through the seven steps, as my classes are only 38 minutes long, and we sing songs and stuff, too. 

Anyway, I was a little concerned about the NYS Proficiency Exam, and whether the students had enough of the expected vocab to get through it. We did some practices to the test, but the kids were so not into it that results were not very encouraging.

Test was administered today, and scores (only 10 kids

in the class) are as follows: 98, 74, 93, 93, 100, 97,

85, 92, 89, 84.

80% of class at mastery level (85) or above.  

My first score of 100 on the proficiency exam. 

The IEP student with an 85 (during the test he complained to me "Why do they make us write letters?  Why can't we write stories instead?")

Basically another testimonial to (even bad) TPRS. Thanks to Blaine Ray and Susan Gross and the collective wisdom I have gleaned from this list.

Naomi Graham

REGENTS STATISTICAL INFORMATION

Naomi GRAHAM

French Proficiency Exam

99/00
00/01
01/02
02/03

 (tprs)
# of students:

11

15

  6

10

average score:

85

85

74

91

# of failures:

  0

   1

  2

  0
% at mastery:

64%

60%

33%

80%

French Regents Exam





99/00
00/01
01/02
02/03 

(tprs)

# of students:

14

14

  8

  8

average score:

80

86

80

91

# of failures:

  1

  0

  0

  0

% at mastery:

43%

64%

25%

100%
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Message: 17

   Date: Thu, 19 Jun 2003 00:07:55 -0400

   From: "Marie Dzielak" <m.dz@verizon.net>

Subject: Re: nys proficiency results

My first year using TPRS and I'm most pleased with the results.  Of 80

students, there were 5 100s, no failures, and the lowest score was 76.  90%

achieved mastery (85) or higher.

I can't wait for results for the next 2 years, since we started doing TPRS

in Grades 6 and 7 this year, too.  So in 2 years, those students will have

been learning with TPRS their entire language program.

Marie Dz

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Message: 5

   Date: Thu, 19 Jun 2003 18:52:23 -0000

   From: "Amanda Makepeace" <mander1021@yahoo.com>

Subject: even more NYS results

(I hope this formatting works)

On comparing 2002 to 2003 (when I found TPRS), this is what I discovered:

2002                         2003

17.25 avg       SPKG         20.61 avg

37.64 avg    RDG/WR/LST      51.41 avg

_________                    __________

55.29 avg    TEST SCORE      67.73 avg    

32% passed                   70% passed

8% at mastery                8% at mastery 

8% over 80%                  20% over 80%

36 kids took                 34 kids took 

speaking part,               speaking and

34 took written              written part

 95             BEST GRADE         94   

 90            NEXT HIGHEST        92

 22               LOWEST           19

In 2003 group, I had three students who absolutely refused to try the speaking part, and one student absolutely refuse to put in any effort on the remainder of the exam (wrote all 3s for multiple choice and still scored a 19% overall).

It's not as good as I hoped, but MUCH BETTER than last year.

Amanda Makepeace

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Message: 9

Date: Thu, 19 Jun 2003 19:27:32 -0400

From: "Joanne Goldstein" <jgoldste@adelphia.net>

Subject: NYS Proficiency Results

Since everyone is posting their NYS Proficiency results, I thought I'd join the crowd.

I gave part of last year's exam (2002)to my 8th graders.  I gave them the listening, reading, and writing portions.  I just didn't have time to administer the speaking exam.

102 students took the exam

95% passed

84% scored 80 or above

I did have 5 failures.  While I would have loved everyone to pass at some point you have to recognized that learning takes a child who is open to learning.  All 5 of these students worked at failing.  I did have 4 students who did not have Spanish last year.  2 of these students had A's while the other 2 had B's on the exam.

Joanne

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Message: 12

   Date: Fri, 20 Jun 2003 20:57:47 -0500

   From: "Pam Fricke" <phf1027@adelphia.net>

Subject: NYS Proficiency results

I will add my results on the NYS proficiency test.  I tested 58 students.  14 scored 95 or better, including 2 100's.  I've never had 100's before (nor probably 14 total 95 or betters in all the 14 years I've been giving the test combined), 11 with grades from 90-94. Many in the 80's.  As a matter of fact 80% got 80 or better! Only one failure, a 63. I'm so excited. One student who has great speaking ability (he once told me in class this fall that he doesn't even think about what he wants to say in Spanish, it just comes out), but failed all year because he just was off-task during class and turned in no classwork or homework, got a 91 on the test.  I will call him personally to tell him how proud I am of him.  The five others who have gotten failing grades all year long passed as well, in the high 70's and low 80's.  When I told my principal the results he said it must have been an easy test.  Some support.  Oh well, I feel great about the results and I know that TPRS is the reason, even if I don't do it so well and the kids complained.  Congratulations to all you others on your great results.  Let's give ourselves a pat on the back, even if our administrators won't.

Pam Fricke
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Blaine: I want to let you know the results of my trial-run with TPRS at Collegiate. I decided to suspend "normal" class in 2 of my classes in order to give TPRS a full shot (other teachers at Collegiate have tried to integrate it with their current texts, which simply sounded like a lot of extra work to me!). So, my 6th graders spent 3 weeks with TPRS, and my juniors (French IV) spent about 2 1/2 weeks. We did the first 4 mini-stories, which gave them about 60 new words/expressions. Then I prepared written tests similar to the ones you described. In the 6th grade class, the lowest grade was 86%; the girl who earned that score had been absent for 3 days (in the "old method", a 3 day absence would have meant several after-school sessions just to help her catch up and writing a special test just for her).  As for the juniors, the lowest grade was a 98%!

But the real proof of TPRS' effectiveness came when 2 6th graders, who haven't scored above a 75% on any test or quiz all year, scored 90% and 92% on the TPRS test. And for the first time, I feel like I have students who can speak the language creatively rather than "grammatically." Needless to say, the students are all begging me to continue using TPRS! I'm a sucker...I said yes! Well, I'm having a good time with it, too. And I must say that the thought of returning to a grammar-oriented approach using a textbook/workbook set is a bit nauseating...Sarah Moran

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

I don’t remember who wrote this, sorry:

Mesa, AZ. I fell in love with the storytelling and it became part of my second year classes. I continued the tradition in the third year and the Spanish class enrollment at our school in the fourth year went from 22 to 60, and 43 of those students took the AP test and 30 of the kids passed with a 3 or better (more than half of them received a 4 or 5)

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Cresthill is the 2nd oldest middle school in Douglas County.  It is located near the intersection of University and Quebec in Highlands Ranch (directly next door to Highlands Ranch High School).  We were just awarded the Blue Ribbon School designation in May.

Prior to our piloting of the TPRS program, we used the Accion series in Spanish and the On y va series in French.  Our students truly struggled with grasping the idea of conjugation and the enormous amount of vocabulary which was given to be memorized was stifling for our students.

We had many complaints from parents and students about the extreme difficulty of learning a foreign language.  We understood the frustration, but we had no idea how to combat this problem.  We continued to use these two texts and our enrollment continued to decrease.

In December of '97, I attended Susan Gross' seminar on TPRS at Highlands Ranch High School.  I brought the info. back to my department and we put together a proposal and presentation for our principal, Sally Stanley. Sally was absolutely thrilled that we had found a program that was proven to enable greater success for our students.  The following year we piloted the program.   

 We began the TPRS program at Cresthill in 98-99.  Two of us piloted the program and our third teacher still taught from the Accion series. The

students who learned French & Spanish using the TPRS method were more proficient than those learning from Accion.  TPRS students spoke fluently and comprehensibly.  Their writing skills were more refined and they were using grammatical structures that were highly advanced for level 1. In addition, their listening and reading comprehension skills were highly advanced.  

Based on the statistical info. gathered by our pilot program, Sally Stanley asked that we all use the method in our classrooms.

Our numbers have increased significantly since our TPRS pilot program.

Our enrollment info. is as follows;

         Total CMS enrollment     FL enrollment

96-97 

850  

600

97-98 

950  

588

98-99 

1000     
480 (program pilot)

99-00 

1045     
594 (all 3 teachers TPRS)

00-01 

1110       
720 (add Lisa Fisher as a 4th SP teacher) 

As you can see from our numbers, TPRS has been the main driving force in the increase in enrollment in both French and Spanish at Cresthill.  Of course there are other factors weighing in our success, but seemingly, our community supports our program (evidenced by our increased enrollment).

Thank you for your interest in our program. 

Sincerely Yours,

Cathy Herr

Foreign Language Department Chair

Cresthill Middle School      

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Jenna Brown’s NY State Proficiency exam:

1999-2000



2002-2001

out of 78  kids



out of 88 kids

21

scored below 50


5

5

scored 51 - 60


0

5

scored 61 - 70


1

4

scored  71 - 80


8

15

scored 81 - 90


13

28

scored 91 - 100


61

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
Blaine had 14 students that were true beginners gets scores of 3 or 4 on the AP test after only three years of Spanish. These kids had Spanish I with a textbook and then he taught them the last two years. 

Blaine had 6 students get scores of 3 or 4 on the AP Spanish exam after only two years of TPR Storytelling Spanish. He found these kids before they started high school and started them right away in his Spanish 2 class as freshmen. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Janette Holman of Incline Village, NV, had a level 4 TPRS class (no AP prep in this class) where 12 students took the Spanish AP test. 9 of the 12 scored 3 or higher. 

In her level 5 non-TPRS class (it was an AP prep class and they had taken textbook Spanish from her the preceding 4 years), only 3 out of 9 got a score of 3 or higher.

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Joe Neilson of Salpointe High School in Tuscon, AZ, has lots of statistics. They have teachers who use Dime and other teachers use TPRS. They have a 100-point entrance quiz for their level-two classes. He says that the teachers who use Dime get an average of 45 out of 100 on this test. Another teacher who uses TPRS in level one has students who average 60 on this test. Joe’s students (also TPRS, but Joe is such an outstanding teacher) average 88 on the test.

Here is his comment about the National Spanish Exam:

Year after year the kids at Salpointe take the National Spanish Exam.  The kids in the non-TPRS classes consistently average between 37 and 41.Tthe kids in the TPRS classes consistently average between 62 and 68.

They tried forcing all of the teachers to teach using TPRS. The scores for all students went up. Nevertheless, some teachers rebelled and refused to continue using TPRS because it was too hard. Their student scores have dropped down to “normal” again.

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

AP results in the year 2004:

Joe Neilson just told us his AP results.  He had 25 out of 25 pass the AP test.  The non-TPRS teachers had 5 out of 6 and 10 out of 12.  That was at the same school.

Donna Tatum had 100% of her French students pass the AP test at her school last year.

(Using a score of 3 or better to represent “pass”)

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

Hi Blaine,


I have included in this note some explanations for the statistics per table.

1. We have the records for the enrollment in ‘96-’97 but do not have anything else until ‘00-’01.

2. Theresa and I started with our pilot class, (level 1 for students who had failed the previous semester) in 
the spring semester of ‘97.

3. In ‘97-’98, she and I started teaching our levels 1 and 2 exclusively with TPRS.

4. Other members of the department (Biddy and Esteban had some knowledge of TPRS and also started using it with some classes.)

5. In ‘98-’99, all members made some commitment to using exclusively TPRS with the lower levels. (I believe that it was this year that Denver P. S. adopted your books into the curriculum. This was HUGE because it meant that we could use only your materials without fear of reprisal from “downtown” or “the parents”. 

6. In ‘99-’00, all members committed to using TPRS as the principal method of instruction and we “burned” 


our textbooks. (Figuratively, of course!)

7. From this point on, all teachers hired into our department had to agree to using the TPRS method as the primary method of instruction and to attending at least 1  3-day workshop, (paid for by the dept.)

8. From ‘99 on, we had 2 main goals, to increase enrollment in our advanced classes and to increase minority 
enrollment in our advanced classes. Other goals included: more success in FL classes for our lower achieving students (including special ed.), reduced teacher paper work load, higher proficiency for students overall in the 5 skills.

Compare ‘96-’97 to the current school year ‘03-’04.
•In Table 1, from ‘96-’97 to ‘03-’04 you will notice that the numbers increased dramatically in terms of overall enrollment of students in FL as well as the % of students in the advanced classes.

•When looking at the stats per language and level, it must be noted that in ‘00-’01, there was only one feeder school out of 5 which offered French in middle school. Therefore the French numbers in the advanced classes, especially AP, are dependent on students coming from private schools. In Spanish, however, the numbers are impressive...from 21 AP students in ‘96-’97 to 86 this year (AP + C&C).

•Concerning the Culture & Civilization courses. I have offered C&C since the early ‘90’s. This class was for those students who had already taken AP and wanted to continue in French. It is considered X, so I have included those numbers in the AP numbers.  This year Theresa has added the equivalent course in Spanish BUT students take it who have not necessarily taken AP. It is for Spanish an alternative to AP. We decided to add this course for those students who are not, for whatever reason, interested in the rigor of the AP class but want to continue in Spanish.

• Unfortunately, we stopped offering Japanese 1 in ‘00-’01 and this year it has been cut all together because of budget cuts.

•TABLE 3 ethnicity.


This is somewhat difficult to establish. We only started with our stats in ‘01-’02. We asked the students to classify themselves and included a category called “mixed”. The students had three choices which are included underneath the table. We then included those of mixed ethnicity in the minority category. The percentages of minority students at the advanced levels has increased quite dramatically. Unfortunately we do not have these stats from ‘96-’97 but those of us who were teachers at East then, KNOW that our advanced classes look “different” now. 


•The ethnicity of the total enrollment at East this year is:





White -
.46


Black -
.37






Latino -
.12





Asian -
.03





Am. Ind.-
.02







TOTAL
.54 (minority enrollment)

Diana Noonan
East High School, Denver, CO

